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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 
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A TREATISE 
ON THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Have you wondered why professed Chris- 
tians have never felt the genuine power of 
Holy Spirit? 

Have you been disappointed by pretend- 
ers who falsely claimed apostolic power? 

Have you hoped to know the true mean- 
ing of the Biblical promise? 

Then you will find this booklet most in- 
teresting and instructive. 

It discusses Biblical evidence concerning 
the Holy Spirit Power as promised by Jesus 
in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 

The following questions are answered: 

When was it given to God’s people? 
Why was it given? 

When was it withheld? 

Why was it withheld? 

When shall it be restored? 
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In the World but not of It 


Dear Friend: 
I think the history of Lot’s life is very 
encouraging. No matter how wicked the 
city in which we dwell, we can keep our- 
selves above it, always looking upward to 
God, never looking down or back to their 
pleasurcs that last but for a short moment 
and are gone. We know God’s words are 
true and unless we take heed to them and 
do, we too will pass away as did Sodom and 
Gomorrah. We must be like Lot—different 
from those around us, for that is the way 
He wants us to be. 
Selma, Iowa 


¥; % 
The Word, My Guide 


Dear Friends: 

I am trusting in the Word of the Lord 
as my guide. There is no other hope that is 
sure, but the hope I have in the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

We who have this MESSAGE in our grasp 
really have something to be thankful for. 
After reading this wonderful paper I would 
not want to be without it. 


New York, N. Y. M. L. P 


Reading is Power 


Dear Sister: 

Your letter was very cheering and en- 
couraging. Sometimes we do feel that we 
are fighting this Christian warfare alone, 
but no matter where we live, whether in the 
east, west, north or south, human nature 
seems just about the same. Our trials and 
temptations are quite similar. Some things 
may be easy for me while others may find 
them very difficult and trying. Many of the 
little irritations, sorrows and disappoint- 
ments will be much easier if we read God’s 
Word, for, as you say, reading is power. 
It helps us to have that calm and quiet 
spirit and that great peace of mind. No 
matter how dark and gloomy the night or 
how hard and rough the mountain we are 
climbing, we should look forward for the 
first glimpse of light which will usher in 
that eternal day. 

Milton, Iowa E. T. 


Deceased 


Kind People: 

Just a little note to notify you that our 
dear mother, Emma Hennings, passed away 
this afternoon at 77 years. 

She derived great comfort through the 
years from your lessons and MESSAGE for 
which we are very grateful. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. M. M. 

To those who mourn we extend the hope 
of the Scriptures, of that tireless, tearless, 
painless, deathless life in the Kingdom of 
God. —Editor. 
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FRIENDS of God and Christ 


ory of them is a great consolation.” Thus wrote a 

certain writer. From the time Abraham walked 
with God and was called the Friend of God, to our own 
day, and long before Abraham’s day and forever after 
ours, the praises of friendship have been and shall be set 
forth. Even casual friendship is precious and to be treas- 
ured, but to have a real friend, whom we can trust, and 
on whom we can fully depend is one of earth’s great gifts. 
There are but few things more precious: God and truth, 
and to be a real friend—faithful, trustful, courageous, 
and loyal. 

Friendship is a treasure so rich that stories about it 
at its best become immortal. Who can forget Paul and 
Timothy; Ruth and Naomi; David and Jonathan? with 
David’s heart-breaking lament: “O Jonathan, thou wast 
slain in thine high places. .. . Thy love to me was won- 
derful, passing the love of women.” True friendship be- 
tween man and man because of common interest and 
character is precious and priceless, Jonathan, the heir 
to the throne, knew David was to be king of Israel, yet 
he loved him, even risking his own life. Such friendship 
is outstanding. 

In a world of mortality, sin and uncertainty, it would 
seem unnecessary to stress the value of friendship. Every- 
one at some time has felt the need of a friend. We need 
friends to assist us in various ways. We need them in 
making important decisions, in sorrow, in adversity, and 
even in prosperity. If we cannot share our good fortune 
with others we derive little real pleasure or happiness. 

The need for cultivating friendship and preserving it 
cannot be overstressed if one would spend his life hap- 
pily. Most people are careful of their health and try to 
lay up money for the future. They repair their houses and 
provide sufficient clothing. But how many provide wisely 
that they may not be wanting in the best possession of all 
—true godly friends? When people become lovers of their 
own selves the friendship they may display is mere out- 
ward show. It is like a politician’s promises or the false 
patriot’s zeal, full of fair seeming, but a delusion. Friend- 
ships which are not genuine quickly dissolve when they 
involve inconvenience. 

Much as friendship is valuable in secular affairs, in 
the realm of the Spirit—our Christian walk—it is an 
absolute necessity. The members of the body of Christ, 
to make it a living, growing organism, must be knitted 
together in love and concerned about each other. An in- 
dividual may feel he can isolate himself and live a godly 
life successfully, but he is mistaken, Take a single burn- 
ing piece of coal from a glowing fireplace, set it aside by 
itself and watch the result. It dies. Without the warmth 
and contact of fellow workers in Christ, faith wanes, 
zeal diminishes, works cease. Even the best of characters 
need friends. Elijah, a mighty prophet of God, felt the 
utter loneliness of being friendless, and even wished that 
his life might end rather than go on alone. 


"Tes friends are a strong protection, and the mem- 


Jesus Distinguishes His Disciples as “Friends” 


Perhaps the greatest title ever to be conferred upon 


men was the one used by Jesus when He addressed His 
disciples as “My friends.” All other titles are artificial 
compared with this, nor will any other honor ever come 
our way which for a moment can be compared with this. 

Consider who it is that confers the title. He is the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, the Prince of Peace, the 
Father of the world to come. He is our perfect Example, 
the firstborn from the dead, the Head of the body, the 
Church. Consider, again, upon whom He confers this 
title. The testimony reads: “Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatsoever I command you.” If—this friendship is con- 
ditional, it is not mere sentimentality. Jesus called as 
His followers lowly fishermen and others used to humble 
toil. Though unrecognized, they were the true aristocracy 
of Jesus’ day. So it is today, could we realize it; those 
who live by the precepts of the Master and have the rare 
distinction of being called His friends are the nobles of 
earth. 

Let us think a while upon some of the characteristics 
of this great friendship; and some of the distinctive signs 
of the friends of our Lord. Jesus hid nothing from His 
disciples which they needed to know. “All things that I 
have heard of My Father I have made known to you.” 
There must be a similar openness on our side. There must 
be no reservations, no sheltered secrets, no private cham- 
bers where questionable purposes are hid. 


This friendship is also distinguished by the fellowship 
of these “friends.” Long ago a prophet asked concerning 
man and his God, “Can two walk together except they be 
agreed?” If two men walk together they must agree at 
any rate on two things; they must have a common aim 
and they must have a common pace. The ones who seek to 
walk with Christ, to follow Him, must share His aim, 
His end, His goa]. They must also keep step with Him, 
and not move either behind or before. We mar the friend- 
ship by haste and bruise it by delay. 

His friends must aspire to that wonderful communion 
which He described: “That they may be one, even as we 
are one” (John 17:22), having the same fundamental 
moral tastes, the same love, the same hatred of evil; and 
agreeing on what is bitter and what is sweet. 

Further, our friendship toward the brotherhood and 
God is revealed by our sacrifices for others and yet being 
unmindful of it. What a volume is condensed into these 
few words of Jesus: “I was hungry and you gave me 
food.” “Lord, when... 2?” (Matt. 25:35—39, R.S.V.). 
That is indeed a lofty and radiant plane of achievement. 

Before His departure Jesus gave His apostles a special 
commandment. We read: “A new commandment I give 
unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” 
(John 13: 34, 35). Here is an unmistakable sign whereby 
men might know the disciples of Christ. There was to be 
real love and friendship among them. 

Our friendship would be incomplete were we to omit 
one vital link: namely, that of reproving our fellow 
worker when in transgression. The fact is that our 
friends see our weaknesses better than we see them, for 
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we are so prone naturally to minimize our shortcomings. 
Both parties must do their proper share, if friendship 
is to be genuine. Each should be ready to assist the other 
when in transgression, and each should receive willingly 
the proffered help when in the wrong. The standard of 
conduct we demand of others we should not fail to apply 
to ourselves. Nor should we be displeased with a life-long 
friend in the moment he has the courage to reveal a be- 
setting sin of ours. 

As our friendship with Jesus is conditional—“if ye do 
whatsoever I command you”—when we do on our part 
He will never fail nor forsake us. He will be our friend to 
the very end. Likewise those men and women who are 
united in heart and soul to do the bidding of the Master 
are mutually bonded together, having the same dominat- 
ing interest, the same hope and love. Such friendship is 
dearer than any earthly relationship, such friends stick 
“closer than a brother” (Prov. 18: 24). 


Friendship with God Dependent upon Loyal Service 


Jesus leads us further into the depths of this beautiful 
subject of friendship in His parable of the unjust stew- 
ard. We read in Luke 16, “And he said also unto his dis- 
ciples, There was a certain rich man which had a stew- 
ard; and the same was accused unto him that he had 
wasted his goods. And he called him, and said unto him, 
How is it that I hear this of thee? give an account of thy 
stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer steward. Then 
the steward said within himself, What shall I do? for my 
lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; 
to beg I am ashamed. I am resolved what to do, that, when 
I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into 
their houses.” 

“So he called every one of his lord’s debtors unto him,” 
that is, the debtors to the master he was serving, “and 
said unto the first, how much owest thou unto my lord? 
and he said, A hundred measures of oil. And he said unto 
him, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write fifty. 
Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And 
he said, A hundred measures of wheat. And he said unto 
him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore” (vs. 1—7). 

Jesus sometimes emphasized truth by way of contrast, 
as in the parable of the widow and the unjust judge. In 
this parable He contrasts the cleverness with which a 
worldly steward extricates himself from a dilemma, with 
the stupidity with which the Christian disciple sometimes 
meets an opportunity to work for a prize so outstanding 
as eternal life. We need not take from this parable that 
Jesus was advocating dishonesty as the best policy. His 
teaching does not command selfishness. His teaching does 
not advocate cleverness as a means of obtaining God’s 
favor (II Cor. 4:1, 2). It is not advocating material com- 
fort as the highest aim. If the unjust steward felt he was 
justified in taking quick steps to save himself from a bad 
situation, and make a place for himself in the world’s 
economy, should not the earnest life-seeker apply much 
greater diligence in working for so much greater a re- 
ward? What Jesus did stress was the steward’s resource- 
fulness. He acted promptly when a situation arose that 
demanded action. He did not stall, or debate the question, 
or waste precious time in indecision. He was diligent to 
get his master’s debtors together and get them to agree 
to a quick and favorable settlement of their accounts— 


even if at a disadvantage to one’s employer. And he urged 
them on, “sit down quickly and write fifty,” and so on. 

His eye was quick to see an opportunity. He looked 
ahead. Now was the time to act, soon it would be too late 
to act. So the alert Christian knows and senses the need 
for action; he looks ahead. “Now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of salvation.” It is now or never. He fol- 
lows the wise example of his Lord and Master, who said: 
“T must work the works of him that sent me, while it is 
day; the night cometh, when no man can work” (John 
9:4). 

As the unjust steward was alert to his bad situation 
and took immediate steps to correct it, we also must be 
alert to the dangers of careless living. Life and death 
hang in the balance. What we do must be done quickly. 
Our life as a vapor is hurrying away from us and we shall 
have no other opportunity. Then “let us act on the word 
in place of merely listening to it and deluding ourselves.” 

“And the lord commended the unjust steward, because 
he had done wisely: for the children of this world are in 
their generation wiser than the children of light” (v. 8). 
The children of this world are wiser, more sensitive to 
their own best interests; they are more astute, for they 
leave no stone unturned in their effort to gain wealth, 
honor or position in this world. That is the lesson Jesus 
wanted to force home upon our mind. He asks, Why are 
not you, the children of light, as wise as they? why are 
you not doing all in your power to gain the crown of life? 
working with an eye single to God’s glory? 

The children of this world are working to make a place 
for themselves in the world. Are we working as diligently 
to make a place for ourselves in the world to come? Now 
He wanted to force home the lesson upon our minds, Why 
are you not wiser than the children of darkness, you that 
have such a crown of glory at stake, such a wonderful 
promise, this earth filled with God’s glory for an eternal 
home; you that have life eternal offered you, why are you 
not wiser than the children of darkness? They are plan- 
ning and looking ahead to see what they can gain in this 
short fleeting life, but you, many times, are careless, in- 
different, unmindful of your own best interest! 

Then Jesus continues in verse 9, “And I say unto you, 
Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unright- 
eousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into 
everlasting habitations.” In place of working merely for 
self in this short life, you make to yourselves friends of 
God by using all that you have in His service. Your time, 
your talents, your wealth, all that you have must be spent 
in His service. Use your wealth in such a way that in 
doing so you will make Jesus and God your friends, so at 
the close of Salvation’s Day you will be received into ever- 
lasting habitations. 

Money in itself is neither righteous nor unrighteous. It 
gets its moral or spiritual quality from the man who 
handles it. In the hands of one man it is a weight to drag 
him down. He either hoards it, misuses it, or spends it 
for his personal gratification. While in the hands of an- 
other it is a rung to lift him up. He uses the mammon of 
unrighteousness in such a way that it makes him a friend 
of Jesus and of God. Oh, make friends of someone who 
can give you something eternal in its duration. 

Jesus continues in verse 10: “He that is faithful in that 
which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is un- 
just in the least is unjust also in much.” If you are faith- 
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ful in little things, honest and straight-forward, you will 
also be honest in greater things. And by the same token 
you cannot be unjust in little things without being 
tempted to be unjust in the greater things. “If therefore 
ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, 
who will commit to your trust the true riches?” If you 
have not been faithful now in this time allotted you, how 
will you ever be faithful when you obtain the true riches, 
everlasting glory and honor in the Kingdom of God? You 
have to school yourself in the virtue of absolute honesty, 
~ in this accepted time, and not wait until some future 
ay. 

Verse 12, “And if ye have not been faithful in that 
which is another man’s who shall give you that which is 
your own.” All we now have belongs to the Lord. I should 
like to know what right we have to it? Here we are, born 
into the world with nothing, and all that we have is only 
loaned to us, whether it be lands or houses, wealth, or any 
talents that we may possess, it all comes from God, and 
if you have not been faithful in that which belongs to the 
Lord, who is going to give you that which is your own? 
The Lord, speaking through the Psalmist, made clear His 
position as owner of the earth and everything upon it 
when He said: “I will take no bullock out of thy house, 
nor he goats out of thy folds. For every beast of the for- 
est is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. .. . If I 
were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, 
and the fullness thereof” (Ps. 50:9, 10, 12). 

The wicked say, My life is my own. “Who is lord over 
me?” If we want to eat, drink, and tomorrow die, then 


our lives are our own, and we can use them as we please. 
But our lives are not our own if we really want life eter- 
nal. Hence Jesus says, If you are not faithful in that 
which is another man’s, “who shall give you that which is 
your own?” Today we enjoy having that which is our very 
own. We want to own our home, we feel better if there is 
no mortgage on the farm we own and operate, and if 
sensible we want to own outright the car we drive, and 
not be endlessly in debt to the financing company. And if 
looking ahead we will want to be assured an eternal in- 
heritance, something that is actually our own, and can 
never be taken from us. But God will give this only to His 
friends. He will give to every faithful one this earth as an 
everlasting possession, plus riches, honor and glory, such 
as “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath en- 
tered into the heart of man” to conceive of. 

As we advance toward Christian maturity we shall 
find that material wealth and every other possession, 
every fortune or ill-fortune of life, our daily round of 
activity, all our contacts with our fellow men, can be used 
to make God our Friend. This is the lesson of Jesus’ par- 
able. If friendship with God is our principal desire and 
ambition through life, if we make all else subservient to 
that one dominating aim, then God will not suffer that 
tie of friendship to be broken. When life’s short day is 
spent, He will receive us into everlasting habitations. Let 
us never forget that the mammon of unrighteousness in 
the hands of a faithful Christian steward may be newly 
minted into the coinage of heaven, and invested in those 
interests which make for eternal security. 





Did the Early Church Expect Christ to Come in that Age? 


T IS a wide-spread belief among many scholars that 
Jesus and the apostles taught that the Kingdom of 
God would be established in that age. Certain passages by 
Jesus and Paul are used to support this belief. Let us 
examine these testimonies and see what the writers meant. 
It is true that when Jesus made His appearance there 
was a desire and expectation among the Jews for a Mes- 
siah to come and redeem the nation from the bondage of 
Rome. The prophets had written widely on the coming of 
the Holy One. They had painted beautiful word-pictures 
of an ideal age to come when their nation should no longer 
be oppressed; when the Son of David should rule with 
justice and equity; when peace and plenty should abound 
and all nations should come seeking their favor. Thus, 
hopes of a Deliverer were high and when Jesus appeared 
doing His marvelous works and preaching the gospel it 
was easy for the common people to hail Him as the one 
who should come. 

When John the Baptist began his ministry his prin- 
cipal message was, “Repent ye; for the kingdom of heav- 
en is at hand.” A more correct rendering of this passage 
is to be found in Wilson’s Emphatic Diaglott: “Reform! 
because the Royal Majesty has approached.” The Greek 
word translated “Kingdom” in our common version is 
basileia which means “kingly power, authority, royal dig- 
nity, majesty,” etc., as well as “kingdom, realm, or reign.” 
John as herald of Christ’s first advent was appealing to 
the people to reform because the King of the new world 
was at hand. 


Jesus began His public ministry with the identical 
words of His forerunner: “Reform; for the Royal Majesty 
of the Heavens has approached” (Matt. 4:17, Emphatic 
Diaglott). We are confident that Jesus never implied the 
Kingdom to be at hand in that age, for He was thoroughly 
acquainted with the prophecies of Malachi concerning 
Elijah, herald of the second advent; and at that time only 
John had appeared to announce His first advent. In Matt. 
25:19 Jesus further clarified the fact that His return to 
establish the Kingdom would be after “a long time.” 

When Jesus stood before Pilate and was questioned as 
to what He had done, Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not 
of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to 
the Jews: but now my kingdom is not from hence” (John 
18:36). If He were to establish His Kingdom at that 
time, He would have had to use force, but that was not the 
plan for Him. The time had not yet come for God to send 
His judgments upon the nations. Even the experience in 
His own home town of Nazareth when He read in the 
synagogue the words from the Prophet Isaiah (Luke 4: 
18, 19; Isa. 61: 1, 2), He omitted the clause, “the day of 
vengeance of our God.” This time had not yet come and 
He was well aware of it. 

In Matthew 24:34 Jesus said, “This generation shall 
not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.” What gener- 
ation? The answer is clear. It is the generation down in 
the last days which should see those things which He had 
foretold coming to pass. That chapter spans the time 
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from His day to ours and the generation in the latter days 
which sees the many signs will live to see that day come. 

Now we turn to the Apostle Paul. His principal tes- 
timony which some scholars quote, that he expected that 
day to arrive in his time is in his letter to the Thessaloni- 
ans. He wrote: “For this we say unto you by the word of 
the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are 
asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (I Thess. 4: 
15—17). 

The word “we” suggests that Paul expected to be 
among those who are alive and meet the Lord. But the 
difficulty is removed when we understand that he spoke 
of the body of Christ as a whole (I Cor. 12: 27), the “we” 
referring to those of the body of which he was a part who 
will be alive at that time. 

It is plainly revealed in II Tim. 4: 1, 7, 8, that Paul did 
not expect Jesus to return in that age, for he says: “I 
charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his ap- 
pearing and his kingdom. . . . I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that 
day; and not to me only, but unto all them also that love 
his appearing.” Paul did not expect to receive the re- 
ward in the age in which he was writing, but the crown 
of glory was laid up for him, to be bestowed at the Lord’s 
return to judge the living and the dead and set up His 
Kingdom. 

In II Thess. 2: 1—6 Paul states clearly that the day of 
the Lord’s coming was not imminent in his day. “Now 
we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, that 
ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by 
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the 
day of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any 
means: for that day shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed.” Here, 
Paul is very plain and emphatic. He says Christ would not 
come until after the “falling away” from the truth, after 
the “man of sin”’—pagan and papal Rome had succeeded 
in wearing out the saints and casting the truth to the 
ground. 

Paul not only wrote of these things but he also had 
told them. He said, ‘““Remember ye not, that, when I was yet 
with you, I told you these things?” He did not leave us in 
any doubt as to the nature of the power which should 
arise. It would be a power boasting great things, claim- 
ing to act in God’s place with decrees above the authority 
of the Bible. 

The Kingdom of God is often spoken of as a power 
already released into the world. It is true that Jesus, in 
teaching the people, referred to it in this sense, but this 
does not nullify the establishment of a real Kingdom of 
which He is to be King. By parables Jesus likened the 
Kingdom to something small which grows to fill the earth. 
Its beginnings are tiny, and it might seem incredible that 
the humble ministry of this obscure Galilean could be the 


dawning of the new age of God. Yet it is. What God has 
begun and Christ has intensified will surely go on to its 
conclusion; nothing can stop it. The conclusion will be 
victory. This motif recurs frequently in the teachings of 
Jesus. A lump of yeast may be small, but once put to 
work it will leaven a very large quantity of dough (Matt. 
13:33). A mustard seed is a very tiny seed indeed, but if 
you plant it, it will become one of the largest of herbs 
(Matt. 13: 31, 32). If you sow a field with seed, you have 
set in motion forces which one day will inevitably pro- 
duce the harvest (Mark 4: 26—29). The Kingdom of God 
is like that. Its beginning is small but from that begin- 
ning it will grow until it consummates in the glorifica- 
tion of the whole earth. 





INVARIABLENESS 


“I VERY good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 

and cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” 
These words penned by the apostle help to give us a true 
and full conception of the great Creator. Many instances 
are given to impress us of His mercy, justice, longsuffer- 
ing, goodness, power and might in infinite measure. And 
here in the Book of James we learn of His exactness. “No 
variableness.”—No variableness— Well might we repeat 
it and give it serious thought. 

From dawn till dark we have placed before our minds 
some lesson from the innumerable harmonies in the 
universe. The regularity with which the phenomena of 
nature recur, and their determinate and unvarying char- 
acter are expressed in many ways. The movement of the 
heavenly bodies contribute the most exact and obvious 
data, nothing chanceful or uncertain. They are our time- 
piece, a complete system of chronometry. We follow, as 
it were, with our eyes the marvelous works of the great 
Architect of nature, and trace the unbounded power and 
exquisite skill which are exhibited in the most minute as 
well as in the mightiest parts of His system. 

We ourselves sojourn on a whirling globe; while count- 
less other enormous heavenly bodies move with swift- 
ness that mocks the uttermost efforts of imagination. 
Yet, all this restless activity is so accurately governed 
that there is never a collision or catastrophe as a result 
of the least variance of time or speed. 

Whenever we turn to contemplate the works of nature, 
we are struck with the infinite accuracy that governs the 
realm—with the beauty and nicety with which every de- 
partment is adjusted, adapted, and regulated according 
to the others. All the forces are so exquisitely adjusted, 
that at the end of a thousand years the earth, the sun and 
moon, and every star in the firmament is found to twinkle 
in its proper place at the proper moment! For thousands 
of thousands of years the sun has come to his appointed 
time without the variation of a millionth part of a second. 
Look at Arcturus which sails 1600 millions of miles a 
year, and yet from its position on the chart it does not 
seem to have even stirred! No deviation from the pre- 
scribed course. Consider the result if it varied a little 
each day. What chaos in the heavens if one such star 
traveling at such speed went wild! 
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There is no security in any realm or sphere without 
law; and the effect of law is accuracy, exactness, per- 
fection. The air and sea are obedient to law, and subject 
to order in all their movements. In the performance of 
their manifold and marvelous offices they, too, teach us 
lessons of the invariableness of the God of the universe. 

Our personal experience and observation concur with 
nature in testifying to the invariableness of God’s laws. 
Yea, our aches and pains, those of suffering humanity 
cry loudly that we cannot compromise with them, De- 
stroy the optic nerve and sight is forever gone. When by 
accident, illness, or senility the heart ceases to beat, at 
that very moment life ends. Nature respects neither per- 
son, time, nor circumstance; for though, at the moment 
of heart failure, she has exacted the life of billions since 
creation, she works as accurately and definitely with 
every human being today as with the first one thousands 
of years ago. Billions have been affected the same way, 
at the same time through the centuries past, without a 
minute’s variance. Neither life nor sight can ever be re- 
stored except by a higher law. We witness daily innumer- 
able examples that impress us of the exact precision 
which governs the works of the Almighty. 

We turn to the Bible where lessons of God’s invari- 
ableness are taught and the blessings of divine accuracy 
given. We read of Solomon’s temple, which is a type of 
the Lord’s people, the spiritual house. The stones of this 
building were so perfectly prepared, measured, and fitted 
that they went together without the sound of a hammer, 
axe, or tool of any kind. These same people are again rep- 
resented as the man created in the image of God, who 
was given dominion over all. The exact measurements 
of this man were righteousness and true holiness. There 
must be no sin, enlarged organs or members, in this 
great man, but all confined within these proportions of 
holiness; every organ and member functioning at the 
proper time in the proper way exactly as directed by the 
head, Christ, “under whom the entire Body, supplied with 
joints and sinews and thus compacted, grows with growth 
divine.” The saints’ robes of linen were to be clean and 
white, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. 

These are only a few of the examples to show that 
man’s spiritual life must at least not run counter to the 
purpose of the universe which is based on the accuracy 
of all things—invariableness. For it is clear in the Bible 
that God’s purposes are all based on exactness, and if 
we do not measure up satisfactorily we will be just out- 
side the ordained scheme of things. We have been given 
the rule, the hammer, the chisel, and whatever is neces- 
sary to make us fit into the great plan of the Almighty. 
But remember that with God “there is no variableness.” 

We should not fail to mention the Mosaic law, which 
even the world admit was inflexibly just in all its re- 
quirements. And justice is but acewrate judgment. While 
we know that the Mosaic law without the law of faith 
could not give eternal life, it is of special importance 
to us because of its wonderful types, and as a “shadow of 
good things to come.” One of the most significant is the 
type of the six thousand years of labor and the seventh 
of rest. We know by the signs of the times that the six 
days of man’s labor and rule on earth are almost over, 
and that soon Elijah and Christ will begin their work 
of cleansing the world of all sin and iniquity, which 
must occur before the inhabitants can enjoy the seventh 


day of rest, the thousand years of peace and righteousness. 

My mind was directed to this thought because the day 
of salvation will soon close, exactly on time, and those in 
preparation should be looking after the most minute 
details, putting on the finishing touches in order to fit 
exactly into the place prepared for the faithful. For with 
God there is “no variableness.” How we must watch the 
little things, for, as has been truly said, 


“We hew our way through rock and pine, 
Then stumble on some little vine.” 


The little things that come in contact with our pride, our 
readiness to take offense, our selfishness, and every evil 
inclination. We are all too lax and careless in spiritual 
things. Remember, he that keepeth the whole law and of- 
fends in one point is guilty in God’s sight. Paul makes 
it plain in his First Epistle to the Corinthians: “Though 
I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, 
and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I 
could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am 
nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have 
not charity, it profiteth me nothing.” We must meet the 
full requirements of the laws of Truth, put away every 
evil practice. 

On the other hand God gives spiritual help in the exact 
proportion to our endeavor to obtain it. Let us act ear- 
nestly and live in exact harmony with the law and give 
our entire devotion to it, even to watching every detail 
of our life. He says, “If ye will obey my voice indeed, and 
keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar people unto 
me above all people; for all the earth is mine.” In sea- 
sons of distress and trial, He comforts the obedient: “I 
will never leave nor forsake thee.’ We can depend on 
Him. For whether in the laws of the universe, or His 
moral laws, whether in aiding and rewarding the faith- 
ful, or punishing the guilty—with God there is “‘no vari- 
ableness.” Truly this thought “is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.” 

Let us work that we may not cry with the unfaithful, 
Oh, for the days and years that are gone by and perished 
from me, as water spilt on the sea-sand uselessly and 
irretrievably! Where is the fable of my former life? The 
hour of reckoning is nigh at hand, even now my twilight 
is coming on, and my hopes are darkening into regrets 
and fears. My life has been as the passage of a ship over 
the ocean—not a trace of my footsteps, no more than if 
I had never been born. Oh, how I hated instruction and 
my heart despised reproof! 

Nevertheless for such the hour of account will come 
with its agony of heart. Retributive justice must fulfill 
its destiny too—for with God there is no variableness. 

If we seek God’s favor by putting away evil, conform- 
ing exactly to the standards of righteousness, we shall 
become a part of His great plan and work that never 
wears out, nor breaks down, nor any part ever fails to do 
its work at the right time in just the right way. We shall 
obtain that which eye hath not seen nor ear heard, nor 
has entered into the heart of man. “Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from 
the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, nei- 
ther shadow of turning.” 
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Youth: Remember Thy Creator—Now! 


ANY times and in different ways the Creator directs 
our attention to Himself that we may ever be re- 
minded of His greatness, of His ability to punish or re- 
ward us according to our works, and that our destinies 
are in His hand. He now places a time limit upon our op- 
portunity to seek Him. There is a time when we can find 
Him, and also a time when that no longer will be possible. 
Through another prophet He urges us to seek Him while 
He may be found, but in Eccl. 12:1 He is more specific, 
telling us when He may be found. 

“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” 
There is a two-fold advantage of remembering Him in 
our youth. Both the elements of time and plasticity of 
character are in our favor. Christians are not born, they 
are made; and the making is not the work of a moment, 
it takes time. By beginning the noble work of self-trans- 
formation in youth, naturally we have the prospect of 
more years of life ahead of us, and if used constructively 
our chances of getting our work finished before life ends 
would be greater. 

In John 7:17 we have the promise that anyone who 
will do the Father’s will shall be given a knowledge of the 
doctrine, shall know what to do, and with this promise 
also goes the assurance of enough of this life to do the 
work in: “Bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is 
profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come” (I Tim. 4:8). Al- 
though the allotted span of man’s life is threescore and 
ten years, or if by reason of strength fourscore or more 
years, none of us actually is assured that amount of life; 
we have the promise, however, that if doing His will 
we shall have enough of this life to complete our work. 

Viewing the question from the angle of plasticity, we 
see great advantage of remembering our Creator in 
youth. These are the formative years. Right principles 
instilled into the youthful mind may safely guide him 
around many dangerous pitfalls in after life and stand 
him in good stead to lead the life of a Christian. Law en- 
forcement officials tell us much of the crime among ado- 
lescents, as well as those of maturer years, can be traced 
directly to the absence of religious training in the home 
in childhood. As the twig is bent, the tree is inclined. All 
parents concerned with the moral and spiritual welfare 
of their children should give serious thought to their own 
responsibility in this respect. 

In a figurative sense the days of one’s youth could refer 
to his beginning the Christian life. The Apostle Peter in 
his First Epistle entreated the Church to “desire the sin- 
cere milk of the word” as newborn babes, that they 
might grow thereby. In Paul’s letter to the Galatians he 
addresses them as “My little children.” One along in years 
could be a babe in Christ. In Eccl. 11: 10 this same posi- 
tion is indicated: “Childhood and youth are vanity.” A 
“babe” in Christ who partakes of the “milk” or doctrine 
of the Word and goes no further is of no use to the Al- 
mighty. Only those who eat the “strong meat,” the doing 
of the commandments, and become full grown men and 
women in Christ, will merit His eterna] favor. 

If in youth and middle age we have neglected to re- 


member God, our prospect of remembering Him when 
the sands in the hour-glass of life are about run out will 
be none too bright. Were the words of the familiar hymn— 


“While the lamp holds out to burn 
The vilest sinner may return”’— 


true, there would be little force to the warning, “remem- 
ber now thy Creator in the days of thy youth”; but they 
are not true, and any hopes built upon such a belief are 
doomed to failure. The words of the prophet Jeremiah 
are too plain to admit of cavil: “Give glory to the Lord 
your God, before he cause darkness, and before your feet 
stumble upon the dark mountains, and while ye look for 
light, he turn it into the shadow of death, and make it 
gross darkness” (13:16). Anything we do must be done 
before our feet stumble upon the dark mountain and the 
shadow of death overtakes us. If left till then it will be 
everlastingly too late; and verse 23 tells us why: “Can 
the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? 
then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.” 
The personality of a mature individual is the result of 
two factors, heredity and environment. The child may 
inherit certain characteristics from its parents, but these 
in turn will be modified by the environment under which 
it grows up. A child who is born into the world with a 
retiring disposition may, as the result of circumstances 
and training, in later years become a leader among men. 
A person who as a child was of a sweet, amiable disposi- 
tion may, due to adverse circumstances and personal 
neglect, become unhappy and disagreeable. The same is 
true when building a Christian character. Bad habits 
once formed are hard to break, while good habits are a 
great stimulus toward righteous living, a bulwark against 
the encroachment of the powers of evil. The one “accus- 
tomed” to doing evil can scarcely hope to reform when 
the shadow of death hovers over him; inversely, the per- 
son “accustomed” to doing good can be much more cer- 
tain he will be able to retain his integrity during the 
years when the mental processes have slowed down, and 
his powers of judgment are less acute, so he can bear 
honorably the glory crown of the hoary head by contin- 
uing steadfast to the end in the way of righteousness. 
The Almighty would have us never forget the Day of 
Reckoning. “Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in 
them.” If as we stand before the great Assize, our char- 
acter stripped of its thin veneer of human dissimulation, 
the mental privacy of our mind having been turned into 
an open book, the Judge finds our works not perfect be- 
fore God and declares He no longer has pleasure in us, 
the “evil day” will indeed be upon us. The elements of our 
misconduct that has brought us to the brink of ruin will 
then pass before us as a mighty cavalcade: the rebellion 
against law, the stubbornness, the pride, the unwilling- 
ness to yield our own will and confess our faults, the 
times we spurned warning and reproof, the unconquered 
passions, the wasted opportunities; but now it is everlast- 
ingly too late. The fiat of the Judge will be absolute and 
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final, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he 
which is filthy, let him be filthy still” (Rev. 22:11). 

The need for haste in completing our work is so urgent 
that it should occupy first place in our affections through- 
out every moment of every day. If we allow the precious 
moments to slip away unused, the close of the day of sal- 
vation will find us totally unprepared to meet our God, 
and our soul’s doleful lament will be “the harvest is past, 
the summer is ended, and we are not saved.” 





O Jesus Christ, Grow 
Thou in Me 


O Jesus Christ, grow Thou in me 
And all things else recede! 

My heart be daily nearer Thee, 
From sin be daily freed. 


Each day let Thy supporting might 
My weakness still embrace; 

My darkness vanish in Thy light, 
Thy life my death efface. 


In Thy bright beams which on me fall 
Fade every evil thought; 

That I am nothing, Thou art all, 
I would be daily taught. 


More of Thy glory let me see, 
Thou, holy, wise and true, 

I would Thy living image be, 
In joy and sorrow too. 


Fill me with gladness from above, 
Hold me by strength divine; 

Lord, let the glow of Thy great love 
Through my whole being shine. 


Make this poor self grow less and less, 
Be Thou my life and aim; 

Oh, make me daily through Thy grace 
More meet to bear Thy name! 


Let faith in Thee and in Thy might 
My every motive move; 
Be Thou alone my soul’s delight, 
My passion and my love. 
—Selected. 





“We praise the man who ‘has the courage of his con- 
victions,’ but every bigot and fanatic has that; what is 
much harder, and rarer, is to have the courage to re- 
examine one’s convictions and to reject them if they 
don’t square with the facts.” —Selected. 


“Worship at church is not ‘the service.’ The service 
begins when the worshiper leaves the church.” 


“Tf all would speak as kindly of the living as they do 
of the dead, slander would disappear from the world.” 


“No matter how handsome or how homely you may be, 
you will always look more attractive when you smile.” 


FLATTERY 


RUE love characterized all of Jesus’ utterances. When- 
ever He spoke it was for the definite purpose of aiding 
and uplifting His listeners. He shunned to use flattery. 
There is that occasion when Jesus was having dinner 
with Martha and Mary. Both Martha and Mary loved 
their Lord; and Martha was anxious that Jesus have the 
best that her hospitality could supply. A weaker person 
than the Master might have felt flattered by her atten- 
tion, might have withheld that loving rebuke which must 
certainly have meant much to Martha as well as to all 
others down through the ages who have profited from 
reading the account. There was no flattery in Jesus’ reply 
when Martha came to Him, complaining that Mary had 
left her to serve alone, and said, “Bid her therefore that 
she help me.” 

“Martha, Martha,” Jesus said, “thou art careful and 
troubled about many things: but one thing is needful: and 
Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be 
taken away from her.” Mary was concerned with eter- 
nal things, while Martha was anxious about only the tem- 
poral. What sincere, unmistakable love Jesus displayed 
in pointing this out to her! 

Flattery is a tool of weaklings; the world makes much 
use of it, but to no good. Humanity is none the richer for 
it. But who can say that the world is not far richer be- 
cause Jesus lived, and left the example of a pure and holy 
life, unstained by sin? Paul followed Jesus’ example. He 
said, “We speak not as pleasing men, but God, .. . neither 
at any time used we flattering words.” The Wise Man says, 
“A man that flattereth his neighbor spreadeth a net for 
his feet,” and “a flattering mouth worketh ruin.” 

Flattery is the food of fools, but too often men of un- 
derstanding stoop to partake of it. 

Jesus loved His disciples. When Peter’s words merited 
praise, Jesus said unto him, “Blessed art thou, Simon 
Barjona.” Yet, when a few moments later Peter needed a 
rebuke, Jesus did not hesitate, but rebuked him very 
sharply, saying: “Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art 
an offense unto me: for thou savourest not the things 
that be of God, but those that be of men.” 

The scribes and Pharisees were among the most highly 
respected in Jerusalem, but Jesus feared them not. Against 
their hypocrisy He cried aloud: “Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom 
of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, 
neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in... ye 
blind guides ... ye serpents, ye generation of vipers!” No 
flattery adorned that sermon. Yet after exposing their 
pride and their wickedness, Jesus closed with as loving 
but as sorrowful a lamentation as was ever uttered: “O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and 
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would 
I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not!” 

It is words of wisdom, words of reproof and warning, 
rather than vain flattery that will prepare us for the 
genuine approval that we wish, above all else, to hear 
from the lips of the Master as we stand before the Judg- 
ment. No flattery of mortals could ever equal the Master’s 
“Well done!” 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“And there shall in no wise enter into it [the city] anything 
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book 
of life” (Rev. 21: 27). 


Now here are some facts which should alert us; they 
should impel us to stand up and look ourselves square in 
the face. Our desire to have a part in that coming City 
or Kingdom of God, should be the strongest urge of our 
lives. We should be willing to give up all of the present 
to win those coming glories. 

But to merit those future blessings requires work on 
our part. Nothing can enter that glorious City that de- 
files, nothing that is even slightly impure, nothing that 
has even a shadow of defilement. And every element of 
the fiesh is defiling. Jesus lists the varying types of human 
misbehavior issuing from the heart or mind of man as 
“evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, 
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil 
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness,” and He completes 
His statement by saying: “All these evil things come 
from within, and defile the man” (Mark 7: 21—23). The 
man or woman possessing any of these sins is defiled, and 
as such would defile others with whom he or she might 
come in contact, hence shall be strictly debarred from 
entering the City of God. 


Every member of the 144,000 composing the accepted 
Bride or Church of Christ must be pure. They must be 
clothed in garments clean and white, the righteousness 
of saints. Every member of that august body must be 
wearing robes that are free from defilement, “not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be 
holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5: 27). 


Nothing can enter that heavenly City that works abomi- 
nation. There are many ways to which humankind are 
heirs that are an abomination to God. These things may 
not be accounted an abomination to men, but remember 
God sees not as man sees. He sees us through purer eyes 
than can behold iniquity with any degree of tolerance. To 
profess, when we do not perform, is an abomination to 
Him. We read in Titus 1:16, “They profess that they 
know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, 
and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.” 
If we profess to know God and then deny Him by our 
works we are an abomination to Him, or as Moffatt’s 
Translation phrases this verse, we are “detestable, dis- 
obedient, and worthless for good work of any kind,” and 
shall find ourselves outside the city gate. 


Proverbs 6 lists six things that the Lord hates, “yea 
seven which are an abomination to him.” And some of 
these things would not look at all bad to us if we saw 
them in ourselves: “A proud look, a lying tongue, and 
hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that deviseth 
wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mis- 
chief, a false witness that speaketh lies, and he that sow- 
eth discord among brethren” (vs. 16—19). Unless great 


care is exercised we shall find ourselves an abomination 
to God in one way or another, and shall be forever ex- 
cluded from the holy convocation, eternally barred from 
God’s glorious Kingdom upon earth. 

And no one that makes a lie shall enter that glorious 
City. It is very easy to prevaricate in some way, or tell 
untruths one to another, but it is still easier to lie to 
God. We have agreed to serve Him without reserve, to 
make no provision for the flesh to fulfill any of its de- 
sires. We have promised to serve Him with an undivided 
heart, to do all to His glory. If we fail to keep our word 
we are lying to Him, and by example are teaching others 
to do the same, and shall be counted less than the least 
in the Kingdom of God. In fact we shall never enter there 
at all. 

Jesus showed the pattern of things to come when He 
said: “The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and 
they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that of- 
fend, and them which do iniquity” (Matt. 13:41). The 
offense is committing iniquity, and none such shall in- 
herit the Kingdom of God. If that day finds us with any 
iniquity still clinging to us, we shall find ourselves just 
outside the City of God. 

If God would allow even a small amount of iniquity 
to enter His Kingdom—a little lying, a little jealousy, a 
little indifference, a little rebellion against law—the in- 
habitants could borrow, and lend, and trade one with an- 
other, and soon every evil of the bad past would be flour- 
ishing in His Kingdom. Hence the need for the strict 
application of His rule: nothing that defiles shall enter 
into His Kingdom. “The Son of man shall send forth his 
angels, and they shall gather out of His Kingdom all 
things that offend, and them that do iniquity.” They will 
not be tolerated in that heavenly City. Let us make a per- 
sonal application of this. If that day finds any one of us 
defiled with even one small spot of sin, we shall find our- 
selves outside the city gate, for “there shall in no wise 
enter into that city anything that defileth, neither what- 
soever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie.” 


The Psalmist projects the type of material that shall 
have a part in God’s finished Kingdom with these words: 
“Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? Who shall dwell 
in thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly, and worketh 
righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. He 
that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his 
neighbor, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbor. 
In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honor- 
eth them that fear the Lord. He that sweareth to his own 
hurt, and changeth not. He that putteth not out his money 
to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that 
doeth these things shall never be moved” (Psalm 15). He 
shall enter through the gate into the City. He shall be in- 
side, looking out; while the unfaithful shall be outside, 
looking in. 

Let us act like sensible men, not like thoughtless. While 
the day of salvation lasts let us work to get our names 
written in the Lamb’s book of life. No other interest in 
life is so important, for only so can we enter through 
the gates into the City to go no more out forever. Only 
in this way can we be assured that we will take our place 
inside the City along with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
and all the faithful who have sought first the Kingdom of 
God, and made all else secondary. 


Your Questions Answered Bi 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Please explain how Jesus was three days and three nights 
in the heart of the earth. Is it possible to get that many days 
from the crucifixion to the resurrection? 


To the scribes and Pharisees who requested a sign 
from Jesus He replied that there would be no sign given 
them but that He, the Son of Man, would be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth. Jesus was 
placed in the tomb on the afternoon of the 13th of Abib, 
remained there all through the 14th, and arose early in 
the morning of the 15th, It is not possible to get three 
full days and three ful! nights in that space of time. There 
are parts of three days in those happenings, and since in 
Biblical usage a part of a day is often termed a day, this 
fact helps in the solution to the perplexing problem. 

An example is found in Esther (4:16; 5:1) of howa 
part of a day is termed a full day. Esther commanded 
her people to fast for her three days and three nights, 
she also would do the same. Then on the third day she 
appeared before the king. A part of the third day was 
termed a whole day. 

But Jesus, on the Emmaus road after His resurrection, 
said, “the Son of man must be delivered into the hands 
of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise 
again.” The three days began when Jesus was betrayed 
by Judas and “delivered into the hands of sinful men.” 
He states further in the chapter (Luke 24: 21) after re- 
lating the events of the three preceding days, “today is 
the third day since all these things were done.” It was 
but the third day. Three full days and nights had not yet 
elapsed. 


Please explain Eccl. 7: 20. 


The passage reads: “For there is not a just man upon 
earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.” In the Biblical 
records many examples are cited of men and women who 
achieved moral perfection. Read Hebrews 11 for a fine 
listing of such. The “just man” of the above passage can 
refer only to the men just or righteous in their own eyes. 
They are such characters as those whom Jesus continu- 
ally denounced. They kept the outward forms of the law 
but did not purify their hearts. They appeared righteous 
before men and liked to have their fair speeches but their 
hearts were full of all hypocrisy. They capitalized on 
some certain virtues and neglected the more important 
virtues of faith, honesty, justice, mercy, sincerity. 


Believers in the pre-existence of Jesus quote Prov. 8: 23— 
36. Please comment. 


Proverbs 8 is an excellent discourse on the wisdom of 
God. It tells of the excellence of God’s wisdom. Those who 
use it to support the theory of the pre-existence of Christ 
do not read the chapter intelligently. Note the first verse: 
“Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her 
voice?” It is wisdom, personified, that is crying. Note 
also verse 4: “Unto you, O men, I call.” There is no sug- 
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gestion of any other personality here. God possessed this 
wisdom from the very beginning (v. 22), even before 
He created this world, and by it He was able to do the 
wondrous works which He did. Thus, wisdom cries to 
men, imploring them to learn the knowledge of God and 
be wise, and secure for themselves both the benefits of 
this world and life evermore. 


Please explain Matthew 16: 19. 


The text reads: “I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 

It was Peter to whom these words were spoken. The 
apostate church teaches these words mean that Peter, 
being the one upon whom Jesus built His church, has 
power to admit people to heaven or to condemn others 
to hell. This is not so. 

It should be noted that almost identical words were 
spoken to all the apostles (see Matt. 18: 18; John 20: 23). 
Jesus said that He also possessed the key to heaven and 
hell—life or death (Rev. 1:18), and God Himself is 
specified as the only one who can give or destroy life 
eternally (Matt. 10:28). 

The keys which were given the apostles or which we 
now may possess are defined by Jesus as the key of 
knowledge (Luke 11:52). Those who possess the key of 
knowledge can open the way for others into heaven, or 
life eternal, by teaching them the way of salvation and 
the manner in which they may receive forgiveness for 
their sins. If they fail to proclaim the knowledge of sal- 
vation to others, the way to life is closed and they cannot 
enter in their ignorance (see Hosea 4:6; 6:6). 

The ultimate power to bestow life is with God but we 
can instruct people to make themselves acceptable to God. 


If you do not believe in a personal devil, who is the devil 
of Jude 9? 


The passage reads: “Yet Michael the archangel, when 
contending with the devil he disputed about the body of 
Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, 
but said, The Lord rebuke thee.” 

The passage is figurative. The body of Moses here rep- 
resents the Children of Israel at the time when Moses 
was pleading with Pharaoh to let them go, just as the 
church represents the body of Christ. Michael, often 
spoken of as an angel or messenger of God, is Moses in 
this case, pleading with Pharaoh, whom Jude calls the 
devil, to let Israel go. 

Because Pharaoh was the opposer and was hindering 
the work of God he was termed a devil, for that is what 
the word means—opposer, false accuser, slanderer. 


Who are the devils who believe and tremble? (James 2: 19). 


One such example is Felix. In Acts 24:25 we read, 
“And as he [Paul] reasoned of righteousness, temper- 
ance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and an- 
swered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a con- 
venient season, I will call for thee.” The devils who “be- 
lieve and tremble” are men and women who, when the 
evidence of God’s Word is declared to them, believe it to 
be truth but because of their sins they will not repent but 
nevertheless they fear the judgments that are coming. 
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If fesus Came to Your House 


If Jesus came to your home to spend a day or two— 

If He came unexpectedly, I wonder what you'd do. 

Oh, I know you'd give your nicest room to such an honored Guest, 
And all the food you'd serve Him would be the very best, 

And you would keep assuring Him you're glad to have Him there— 
That serving Him in your home is joy beyond compare. 


But—when you saw Him coming would you meet Him at the door 
With arms outstretched in welcome to your Heavnly Visitor? 

Or would you have to change your clothes before you let Him in, 
Or hide some magazines, and put the Bible where they'd been? 
Would you turn off the radio and hope He hadn't heard, 

And wish you hadn't uttered that last, loud, hasty word? 


Would you hide your worldly music and put some hymn books out? 
Could you let Jesus walk right in, or would you rush about? 

And I wonder—if the Saviour spent a day or two with you, 
Would you go right on doing the things you always do? 

Would you go right on saying the things you always say? 

Would life for you continue as it does from day to day? 


Would your family conversation keep its usual pace, 

And would you find it hard each meal to say a table grace? 

Would you sing the songs you always sing, and read the books you read, 
And let Him know the things on which your mind and spirit feed? 
Would you take Jesus with you everywhere you'd planned to go, 

Or would you, maybe, change your plans for just a day or so? 


Would you be glad to have Him meet your very closest friends, 
Or would you hope they'd stay away until His visit ends? 
Would you be glad to have Him stay forever on and on, 
Or would you sigh with great relief when He at last was gone? 
It might be interesting to know the things that you would do, 
If Jesus came in person to spend some time with you. 
(Author Unknown) 
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